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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP | THE LORD’S DAY | SEPTEMBER 24, 2023 | 10:45 A.M.


The Announcements
Please submit your prayer requests and/or record your attendance at worship with us:

P
*The Call to Worship

~ God’s People Respond to His Call to Worship ~
*The Psalm of Praise No. 92 “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” ..............................................
*The Prayer of Adoration
*The Confession of Faith Westminster Larger Catechism Nos. 165 .....................................

Q. What is baptism?

A. Baptism is a sacrament of the New Testament, wherein Christ hath 

ordained the washing with water in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost, to be a sign and seal of ingrafting into 
Himself, of remission of sins by His blood, and regeneration by His Spirit; 
of adoption, and resurrection unto everlasting life; and whereby the 
parties baptized are solemnly admitted into the visible church, and enter 
into an open and professed engagement to be wholly and only the Lord’s.


The Call to Confession John 4:23–24 ........................................................................................
But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will 
worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people 
to worship him. God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in 
spirit and truth. 

Music © 2018 Orthodox Presbyterian Church and United Reformed Church 

Trinity Psalter Hymnal Joint Venture. Used by permission: 





The Confession of Sin

Most merciful God and Father, we cherish the blessed memory of the 

death and sufferings of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. We ask that in 
His Supper you will so work in our hearts, through the Holy Spirit, that 
with true confidence we might give ourselves up more and more unto Him. 
Empower us to no longer live in our sins, knowing that He lives in us, and 
we in Him. May we truly be partakers of the new and everlasting covenant 
of grace. May we not doubt that You will forever be our gracious Father, 
who does not impute the guilt of our sins to us, and who provides us with 
all that we need for body and soul, as your dear children and heirs. Grant 
us Your grace, that we may take up our cross cheerfully, deny ourselves, 
confess our sins, and in all tribulation look unto Christ who is faithful to 
nourish and cleanse us with His body and blood, who is true God and true 
man. In His holy name we pray,


The Silent Confession
~ God Answers His People and Speaks in the Scripture ~

The Assurance of Pardon Hebrews 9:13-14 ........................................................................
For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of defiled persons with 
the ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the purification of the flesh, how much more 
will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself 
without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the 
living God.


*The Psalm of Thanksgiving No. 34 “I Will At All Times Bless the LORD”  ..........

Psalm 34 © Book of  Psalms for Worship 2010 Crown & Covenant Publications

Psalm 118 © 2018 Orthodox Presbyterian Church and United Reformed Church 


Trinity Psalter Hymnal Joint Venture.

34B
Psalm 34:1-10

I Will At All Times Bless the LORD

He did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief, 
but was strengthened in faith, giving glory to God. —Romans 4:20
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1.  1
2.  3
3.  5

4.  4

Encircling those who fear the LORD
His angel camps, and rescues them.
O taste and see the LORD is good;
How blessed are those who trust in Him.

4.

Revere the LORD, all you His saints.
Young lions may at times lack food;
But none who fears and seeks the LORD
Shall be deprived of any good.
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From The Book of Psalms for Worship. Copyright 2010, Crown and Covenant Publications. Used by permission.



The Sacrament of Baptism: Rachel Jane Rowan 
+ The Covenant Promises and Institution

+ The Questions to the Parents and Congregation

+ The Sign of the Covenant

+ The Prayer of Consecration


*The Baptismal Psalm No. 364 “Let Children Hear” (Psalm 78:1-7) .........................
The Encouragement to Give 2 Corinthians 9:6 ............................................................

The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and 
whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.

34B
Psalm 34:1-10

I Will At All Times Bless the LORD

He did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief, 
but was strengthened in faith, giving glory to God. —Romans 4:20
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5. Though righteous men great troubles see,  
The LORD from all will set them free. 
And all his bones He’ll keep secure, 
No broken ones will he endure. 

6. But evil slays all wicked men;  
Those hating just men are condemned. 
The LORD redeems those serving Him, 
None trusting Him will He condemn.





The Offertory
The Great Prayer Elder Nathan Bowers ........................................................................

*The Psalm No. 118 “O Thank the LORD for All His Goodness” ..............................
Psalm 118A
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The Sermon Rev. Ryan Biese ...........................................................................................
“The Way to God” | John 14:1-6| p. 847 | Light Shines in the Darkness No. 81

SERMON NOTES

A. Comfort & Confusion (vv. 1-5)


1. Troubled People (v. 1)


2. Comfort for the Faithful (vv. 2-3)
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7. 22The stone the builders had rejected
    now has become the cornerstone.
    23How marvelous to us this wonder;
    this is the work of God alone!
    24This is the day, the LORD has made it!
    Be glad in it, rejoice, and bless.
    25Save us, we pray, O LORD! Hosanna!
    O LORD, we pray, give us success.

8. 26Blest he who in the LORD’s name enters;
    we bless you from his holy house.
    27The LORD is God; he shines upon us.
    Bind up with cords your sacrifice.
    Bring to the altar’s horns your off’ring.
    28You are my God whom I adore.
    29O thank the LORD for all his goodness,
    his love endures forevermore.
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5. “The right hand of the LORD is mighty!
    16The LORD’s right hand is lifted high!
    The right hand of the LORD is mighty!
    His valiant arm is strong to fight!”
    17I shall not die, but live, and praise him;
    his wondrous deeds I will profess.
    18Though God has chastened me severely,
    he has not giv’n me up to death.

6. 19Open to me the gates of justice;
    open the gates of righteousness,
    that I may enter them with gladness
    and show the LORD my thankfulness.
    20This is the gate the righteous enter,
    the gateway of the LORD our God.
    21You have become my great salvation;
    you answered sme and made me glad.

GENEVAN 66 (RENDEZ À DIEU)  9.8.9.8.D.
                   Genevan Psalter,  1551

harm. Claude Goudimel, 1564
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    now has become the cornerstone.
    23How marvelous to us this wonder;
    this is the work of God alone!
    24This is the day, the LORD has made it!
    Be glad in it, rejoice, and bless.
    25Save us, we pray, O LORD! Hosanna!
    O LORD, we pray, give us success.

8. 26Blest he who in the LORD’s name enters;
    we bless you from his holy house.
    27The LORD is God; he shines upon us.
    Bind up with cords your sacrifice.
    Bring to the altar’s horns your off’ring.
    28You are my God whom I adore.
    29O thank the LORD for all his goodness,
    his love endures forevermore.
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    The right hand of the LORD is mighty!
    His valiant arm is strong to fight!”
    17I shall not die, but live, and praise him;
    his wondrous deeds I will profess.
    18Though God has chastened me severely,
    he has not giv’n me up to death.

6. 19Open to me the gates of justice;
    open the gates of righteousness,
    that I may enter them with gladness
    and show the LORD my thankfulness.
    20This is the gate the righteous enter,
    the gateway of the LORD our God.
    21You have become my great salvation;
    you answered sme and made me glad.
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3. They Know the Way (v. 4)


4. Thomas Protests (v. 5)


5. Application: Jesus speaks better of believers than they speak of 
themselves!


B. Confirmation and Clarity (v. 6)

1. The “I AM” Statements 


a. What is Jesus doing in these I AM statements?


b. Application: Strive for blamelessness.


2. Jesus is the Way


3. Jesus is the Truth


4. Jesus is the Life


C. Restricted Access (v. 6)






~ God’s People Respond in Praise ~
*The Hymn of Commitment No. 154 “Thou Art the Way” ..............................................

~ God Blesses His People ~
*The Benediction
*The Response No. 735 “The Gloria Patri” ........................................................................

Save the Date! 

First Presbyterian Church 


40th Anniversary Thanksgiving & Celebration

The Lord’s Day, October 1, 2023

Worship 10:45 a.m. & 4:00 p.m.

Dr. J. Ligon Duncan, preaching


5:15 p.m. Reception


Glory be to the Father, And to the Son, And to the Holy Ghost;

As it was in the beginning, Is now, and ever shall be:

World without end. Amen. Amen. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR SEPTEMBER 24, 2023

+ Evening worship continues tonight at 6:00 p.m.; come and answer God’s call to 

worship Him at the close of the Lord’s Day.

+ This year for Operation Christmas Child, we are focusing on filling boxes for 10 – 

14 year old boys. An updated list of items needed is available near the OCC box in 
the Fellowship Hall. The goal is to fill 100 boxes this year. 


+ There is a signup sheet in the Fellowship Hall for people willing to bring food for 
the 40th Anniversary Reception on October 1 following evening worship. There 
will be no “First Sunday Lunch” in October.


+ The ladies of Cornerstone OPC have invited the ladies of FPFO to a tea on October 
7 at 11:00 a.m. For more information, please see the invitation posted on the WIC 
bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall. 


+ Due to the activities later in the day in conjunction the 40th Anniversary, there will 
be no Sunday school on October 1 in order to lighten the load of that day 
especially on the young families. 


+ The Session will meet for a regular stated meeting at 7:20 p.m. in the Adult Sunday 
School room on October 4, 2023. 


Keep Up With the Worship & Work of the Church

+ Sign up for text message alerts and updates by texting FPFO to 84576. 

+ To subscribe to the prayer list, please contact the church secretary: office@fpfo.org. 

+ Contributions may be received by placing your offering in the offering plate, by mailing 

a check to the church office, or online: FPFO.org/give.

Children are always welcome in worship, but a nursery is also available for children 3 and under. 

Nursery Sept. 24: S. Keller & C. Rowan	 Nursery Oct 1: M.L. Wilson & L. Bible

FPFO Weekly Activities Schedule

The Lord’s Day	 Wednesday		 	 	 	 	 


9:20 a.m. Fellowship Time	 9:00 a.m. Ladies’ Prayer Meeting

9:45 a.m. Sunday School	 5:55 p.m. Covered-Dish Supper

10:45 a.m. Morning Worship	 6:30-7:15 p.m. Prayer Meeting 

5:00 p.m. Sermon Broadcast	 6:30 p.m. Children’s Singing Class

	 WAAK 94.7 FM	 6:30 p.m. Youth & Young Adult

6:00 p.m. Evening Worship	   	 Defending the Faith by RC Sproul

     (excluding First Sundays)	 On First, Third, and Fifth Wednesdays

	 	 there is outreach at the Crossings Apts. 

http://FPFO.org/give

