
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Fort Oglethorpe, Ga. | www.FPFO.org | 706.866.2521 | 1 Harker Road  

THE ORDER OF WORSHIP | THE LORD’S DAY | AUGUST 24, 2025 | 10:45 A.M. 

The Announcements
The Prelude

*The Call to Worship
~ God’s People Respond to His Call to Worship ~

*The Hymn of Praise No. 166 “Wondrous King, All-Glorious” ......................................
*The Prayer of Adoration
*The Confession of Faith The Apostles’ Creed ...................................................................

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only begotten Son, our Lord; Who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary; suffered under 
Pontius Pilate; was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into 
hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into 
heaven, and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
there He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic* church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the 
life everlasting. Amen. 

~ God Calls Us to Confess Our Sins ~
The Call to Confession John 4:23–24 .............................................................................

But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will 
worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people 
to worship him. God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in 
spirit and truth. 

*the word catholic refers to the general, world-wide body of believers who profess the  
true religion. It is taken from the Greek word meaning according to the whole or universal.  

The Apostles Creed has its origins in the Fourth Century  
and is a summary of the teaching of the Apostles.   

  





The Confession of Sin 
Eternal God: You do not change. You have revealed Yourself to us in 

Your Word. You call us to worship You in spirit and in truth, but we 
confess that we often seek to worship You not as You truly reveal Yourself, 
but as we imagine You to be. 

We too often ask You to bless what we do, rather than seeking to do 
what You bless. Forgive us for seeking concessions when we should be 
seeking guidance. Forgive us when our worship shapes You into what we 
want, instead of shaping us into what You want.  

Help us to meet You here, that we might humble ourselves before Your 
unspeakable majesty and so live for You now and forever in Christ Jesus. 

The Assurance of Pardon Colossians 1:13-14 ....................................................................
He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the 
kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the 
forgiveness of sins.

~ We Respond to God’s Grace with Offerings of Ourselves and Our Needs ~
*The Psalm of Thanksgiving No. 106 “O Praise the Lord” ..........................................
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The Psalter, 1912

6. In evil we have gone astray,

    and sinful is our race;

    rebelliously our fathers walked

    forgetful of your grace.

7. Though they rebelled, yet for their help

    in saving strength he came

    to make his pow’r almighty known

    and glorify his name.

                 BARRE    C.M.

          Edward Clark, 1871

Alternate tune: ST. FLAVIAN
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The Sacrament of Baptism: Madelein Karina van der Merwe
+ The Covenant Promises and Institution 
+ The Questions to the Parents and Congregation 
+ The Sign of the Covenant 
+ The Prayer of Consecration 

*The Baptismal Psalm No. 364 “Let Children Hear” (Psalm 78:1-7) .........................
The Encouragement to Give  John 7:37–38 ....................................................................

On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, “If 
anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the 
Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’”

The Great Prayer Elder John Taylor ...............................................................................
*The Hymn “Speak, O Lord” (pp. 4-5) ............................................................................
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6. In evil we have gone astray,

    and sinful is our race;

    rebelliously our fathers walked

    forgetful of your grace.

7. Though they rebelled, yet for their help

    in saving strength he came

    to make his pow’r almighty known

    and glorify his name.
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          Edward Clark, 1871
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Speak, O Lord
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The Sermon Pastor Ryan Biese .......................................................................................
“The Fruitful Bride” | Eph. 4:18-24 | The Riches of God in Christ No. 31 | p. 919

SERMON NOTES 
I. Introduction 

II. Main Argument 
A. Futile (vv. 17-19) 

1. No Longer Gentiles (v. 17) 

2. No Longer Alienated (v. 18) 

3. No Longer Impure (v. 19) 
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SPEAK O LORD  8.10.8.10.10.10.8.10.

Keith Getty and Stuart Townend
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B. Fruitful (vv. 20-24) 
1. Know Christ Jesus (vv. 20-21) 

2. Know Life in Christ (vv. 22-24) 

a. Put off (v. 22) 

b. Renewed (v. 23) 

c. Put on (v. 24) 

III.Conclusion 

~ God’s People Respond to His Word ~ 
*The Hymn of Response No. 508 “Jesus, Lover of My Soul” ..........................................
The Benediction

*The Response No. 735 “The Gloria Patri” .........................................................................





BAPTISM AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  
This morning we have the joy to witness the baptism of a covenant child: 

Madelein Karina van der Merwe 
Baptism is one of two sacraments given by Christ to His Church in the New 

Testament. The word baptism means wash. There were many ritual washings under 
the Old Testament. The Lord Jesus instated a New Testament baptism commanding 
His disciples to go to all the nations, make disciples, teach them to obey all His 
commands, and baptize them into the Name of the Triune God.  

Baptism is a sign and seal of the Covenant of Grace; it both signifies (illustrates and 
portrays) the benefits of the covenant as well as seals (assures or confirms the 
genuineness of) the grace offered and promised in the Covenant of Grace: union with 
Christ in His death and resurrection for His people through His Holy Spirit as well as 
cleansing from sin. 

It is the grace signified in baptism that saves, not the act of being baptized. As 
such, baptism does not cause a person to be born again, infuse a person with grace, 
wash away original sin, or guarantee or contribute to salvation.  

Baptism publicly declares and marks a person out as belonging to Christ’s 
covenant people and distinguishes him or her from the world. For all people, baptism 
is a call to embrace by faith the promises offered in the sacrament. Baptism is the 
beginning of Christian discipleship and should be improved throughout one’s life by 
killing our sinful desires and living to righteousness and obedience more and more 
through faith in Christ. 

Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the 

promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone 
whom the Lord our God calls to Himself.   

Acts 2:38-39



ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR AUGUST 24, 2025 
❖ Please answer God’s call to worship this evening with us at 6:00 p.m. in word and 

sacrament. We will begin with our customary hymn sing at 5:50 p.m. So be ready 
with your requests! 

❖ Hymnbook Heritage: During the summer Sunday School break, beginning at 
10:00 a.m. each Sunday, Elder Davis will lead in singing from the Trinity Hymnal. 
The purpose is to help participants benefit more from the hymnal as we use it in 
worship. We will sing primarily psalms and hymns that are familiar. “I will sing 
with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also” 1 Cor. 14:15. 

❖ All Sunday school classes resume on September 7, with new classes for children: 
kindergarten, early elementary, and upper elementary. The adult class will begin a 
study of Proverbs. 

❖ If anyone is interested in teaching a class for two and three year olds, please let 
Nathan Bowers know soon. 

❖ Celebrate Luke and Hannah Rowan’s upcoming birth of a boy! A basket for gifts 
will be in the fellowship hall during the month of August.  

❖ July/August Operation Christmas Child collection is colored pencils, black pens, 
composition books, scissors, glue sticks, and pencil bags. 

Keep Up With the Worship & Work of the Church 
+ Sign up for text message alerts and updates by texting FPFO to 84576.  
+ To subscribe to the prayer list, please contact the church secretary: office@fpfo.org.  
+ Contributions may be received by placing your offering in the box at the auditorium 

doors, mailing a check to the church office, or online: FPFO.org/give 

FPFO Weekly Activities Schedule 
The Lord’s Day	 Wednesday		 	 	 	 	  

9:20 a.m. Fellowship Time	  
9:45 a.m. Sunday School	 5:55 p.m. Covered-Dish Supper 
10:45 a.m. Morning Worship	 6:30-7:15 p.m. Prayer Meeting  
5:00 p.m. Sermon Broadcast	 6:30 p.m. Children’s Singing Class 
	 WAAK 94.7 FM	  
6:00 p.m. Evening Worship	  
     (excluding First Sundays)	  
	 	

Children are always welcome in worship, but a nursery is also available for children 3 and under.  
Nursery: Aug. 24: M. L. Wilson & L. Murphy		 Aug. 31: E. Wilson & M. Tuggle

http://FPFO.org/give

	Baptism at First Presbyterian Church

