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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP | THE LORD’S DAY | DECEMBER 17, 2023 | 10:45 A.M. 

The Announcements
*The Call to Worship
*The Hymn of Praise No. 218 “Angels, from the Realms of Glory” .....................................
*The Prayer of Adoration
*The Confession of Faith The Westminster Larger Catechism No. 36 & 37 ........................

Q. Who is the mediator of the covenant of grace? 
A. The only mediator of the covenant of grace is the Lord Jesus Christ, who, 

being the eternal Son of God, of one substance and equal with the Father, 
in the fullness of time became man, and so was and continues to be God 
and man, in two entire distinct natures, and one person, forever. 

Q. How did Christ, being the Son of God, become man? 
A. Christ the Son of God became man, by taking to Himself a true body, and a 

reasonable soul, being conceived by the power of the Holy Ghost in the womb 
of the Virgin Mary, of her substance, and born of her, yet without sin. 

The Call to Confession Ezekiel 33:13 .......................................................................................
Though I say to the righteous that he shall surely live, yet if he trusts in his 
righteousness and does injustice, none of his righteous deeds shall be 
remembered, but in his injustice that he has done he shall die. 

The Confession of Sin 
Almighty, merciful God, we acknowledge for ourselves and we confess 

before you that which is the truth; namely, that if you decided to consider 
our merits and worthiness, we would not be worthy to lift our eyes to 
heaven and bring our prayer before you. For our consciences accuse us and 
our sins testify against us. We also know that you are a righteous Judge, 
who punishes the sins of those who transgress your commandments. But, 
O Lord, since you commanded us to call upon you in every affliction, and 
promised in your unspeakable mercy to hear our prayers, not for the sake 
of our merits–of which there are none–but for the sake of the merits of our 
Lord, Jesus Christ, whom you have set forth as our Mediator and 
Advocate, so we forsake all other help and take our refuge in your mercy 
alone. In the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, we pray, Amen. 





The Silent Confession
The Assurance of Pardon Ephesians 1:7 .............................................................................

In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our 
trespasses, according to the riches of his grace. 

*The Hymn of Thanksgiving “Before the Throne of God Above” ...........................
Before the Throne of God Above
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Charitie Bancroft, 1863; alt. BEFORE THE THRONE   8.8.8.8.8.8.8.8.8.

                                     Vikki Cook; arr. Ruth Coleman
 ©1997 Sovereign Grace Worship (ASCAP)

(admin. at CapitolCMGPublishing.com)

All rights reserved.  Used by permission
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The Encouragement to Give 2 Corinthians 9:10–11 ....................................................
He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and 
multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. 
You will be enriched in every way to be generous in every way, which 
through us will produce thanksgiving to God.

The Offertory
The Great Prayer Elder Wil Davis ..................................................................................

*The Psalm No. 105 “O Praise the LORD, His Deeds Make Known” ......................
Psalm 105C
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        Gottfried Wilhelm Fink, 1842
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The Sermon Rev. Ryan Biese ...........................................................................................
“Before Departure”| John 14:28-31| p. 847 | Light Shines in the Darkness No. 90

SERMON NOTES 
A. Believe in Christ (vv. 28-29) 

1. Failure to Love  

2. Failure to Understand What He Will Do 

3. Failure to Understand the Benefits 

4. They Will Understand & Believe 

B. Blameless (v. 30) 
1. The Devil is Coming 

2. The Blamelessness of Christ  

3. Satan’s Possible Claims 

Psalm 105C
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C. Broadcast (v. 31) 
1. Christ’s Obedience  

2. Christ’s Love 

*The Hymn of Commitment No. 201 “O Little Town of Bethlehem” ............................
*The Benediction
*The Response No. 735 “The Gloria Patri” ........................................................................

Glory be to the Father, And to the Son, And to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, Is now, and ever shall be: 
World without end. Amen. Amen. 

Music © 2018 Orthodox Presbyterian Church and United Reformed Church  
Trinity Psalter Hymnal Joint Venture. Used by permission.





 

The FPFO Sermon Podcast 
will be moving to a new 

platform. Please 
subscribe!Spotify iTunes



ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR DECEMBER 17, 2023 
+ Evening worship continues tonight at 6:00; come and answer God’s call to worship 

Him at the close of the Lord’s Day and worship in Word & Sacrament. 
+ Volunteers are needed for nursery duty for evening worship. Please see Mary Lou 

Wilson if you are willing to help. 
+ Designated gifts to the Staff Love Offering may be made now through Dec. 24.  

Please watch for love offering envelopes arriving in the mail along with a letter 
from the Session Clerk with more details. 

+ Christmas caroling at The Crossing immediately following  evening  worship 
tonight. Treats and hot-chocolate provided. See Joe Wilson or David Bosshardt for 
more information. 

+ There will be a joint officer meeting December 20, 2023 at 6:00 p.m.  
+ Midweek Activities and Sunday School classes will resume the week of Jan 7, 2024. 

Keep Up With the Worship & Work of the Church 
+ Sign up for text message alerts and updates by texting FPFO to 84576.  
+ To subscribe to the prayer list, please contact the church secretary: office@fpfo.org.  
+ Contributions may be received by placing your offering in the offering plate, by mailing 

a check to the church office, or online: FPFO.org/give. 

Please submit your prayer requests and/or record your attendance at worship with us:

FPFO Weekly Activities Schedule 
The Lord’s Day Wednesday       

9:20 a.m. Fellowship Time 9:00 a.m. Ladies’ Prayer Meeting 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School 5:55 p.m. Covered-Dish Supper 
10:45 a.m. Morning Worship 6:30-7:15 p.m. Prayer Meeting  
5:00 p.m. Sermon Broadcast 6:30 p.m. Children’s Singing Class 
 WAAK 94.7 FM  
6:00 p.m. Evening Worship  
     (excluding First Sundays) On First, Third, and Fifth Wednesdays 
  there is outreach at the Crossings Apts. 

Children are always welcome in worship, but a nursery is also available for children 3 and under.  
Nursery Dec. 17: R. Wilson & E. Tuggle Dec. 24: E. Wilson & T. Keller

http://FPFO.org/give

