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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP | THE LORD’S DAY | APRIL 23, 2023 | 10:45 A.M.


The Welcome and Announcements
Please submit your prayer requests and/or record your attendance at worship with us:

The Introit  “Good Christian Men, Rejoice and Sing” (Trinity Hymnal No. 270) .....
*The Call to Worship

~ God’s People Respond to His Call to Worship ~
*The Psalm of Praise No. TH66 “God is Known among His People” (Psalm 76) ........
*The Prayer of Adoration
*The Confession of Faith The Westminster Larger Catechism No. 12 ...........................

Q.  What are the decrees of God?

A. God’s decrees are the wise, free, and holy acts of the counsel of His will, 

whereby, from all eternity, He hath, for His own glory, unchangeably fore-
ordained whatsoever comes to pass in time, especially concerning angels 
and men.


~ God Calls His People to Confess Their Sins ~

The Law of God Galatians 3:21–22 ......................................................................................

Is the law then contrary to the promises of God? Certainly not! For if a law 
had been given that could give life, then righteousness would indeed be by 
the law. But the Scripture imprisoned everything under sin, so that the 
promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe. 






The Confession of Sin

Holy and merciful Father, we acknowledge and confess before You our 

sinful nature, our sinful thoughts, our sinful words, and our sinful deeds. Our 
sicknesses and diseases derive from Adam’s sins and ours. We often forget  
Your love and Your commandments; we often grieve and quench Your Spirit. 
But O Father, we cry to You for mercy; for saving faith; for cleansing faith; for 
healing faith for our soul. Help us to glory in the gospel promises, that we 
may live in freedom from condemnation. Help us to walk according to Your 
precepts, that we may live in Your light and love. We pray on the basis of the 
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ our Saviour. 


The Silent Confession
~ God Answers His People and Speaks in the Scripture ~ 

The Assurance of Pardon Psalm 32:3-5 ...............................................................................
When I kept silent about my sin, my body wasted away through my 
groaning all day long. For day and night Your hand was heavy upon me; 
my vitality was drained away as with the fever heat of summer. I 
acknowledged my sin to You, and my iniquity I did not hide; I said, “I will 
confess my transgressions to the LORD”; and You forgave the guilt of my 
sin.

~ We Respond to God’s Grace with Offerings of Ourselves and Our Needs ~
*The Psalm of Thanksgiving No. 91 “Who With God Most High” (pages 2-3) ......Psalm 91B
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The Book of Psalms for Singing, 1973; alt.
     HYFRYDOL   8.7.8.7.D.

Rowland H. Pritchard, 1830
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The Offering 2 Corinthians 8:9 .......................................................................................
For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet 
for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich.

The Great Prayer Elder Wil Davis  ..................................................................................

Psalm 91B
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*The Psalm No. 2 “Why do Heathen Nations Rage?” (pages 4-5) .............................
Psalm 2B 
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The Sermon Pastor Ryan Biese .......................................................................................
“Plotting & Predestination” | John 11:45-53 | Light in the Darkness No. 63 | p. 844

SERMON NOTES


I. Introduction: How did the New Testament Church understand the rebels in 
Psalm 2?


II.Main Argument 

A. Response to Lazarus (vv. 45-46)


1. The Faithful? (v. 45)

a. How has the Saviour transformed many of the people who came with 

Mary?


b. What is the twofold purpose of miracles?


2. The Gossips (v. 46)

a. In what sense are the words and deeds of Jesus a cause of division?


b. Application: Be grateful if your heart is not hardened.


B. Concern for Safety (vv. 47-50)

1. Exasperated Reflection (v. 47)


a. Who was on the Jewish Senate or Sanhedrin?


b. How does the Senate meeting begin?
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c. How does the Sanhedrin assess Jesus’ miracles?


d. What is the particular reason the Sanhedrin moves against Jesus?


e. Application: Signs and wonders do not change hearts.


2. Self-Preservation (v. 48)

a. What concern unites the Sadducees and Pharisees? 


b. How do we know they are approaching hysteria?


c. What is the concern about place and nation?


d. In what sense are they concerned about the wrong power?


3. Cynical Proposal (vv. 49-50)

a. What does Joseph tell us about the way the Sadducees treated one 

another? How is that reflected here?


b. How does Caiaphas help the Sanhedrin to jettison the last vestige of 
concern for righteousness, truth, and justice?


c. How is this counsel the high point of irony in John’s Gospel?


d. Application: The fruitlessness of bare religion…


e. Application: The Wicked often cloak their true intentions.




C. Substitute Prepared (vv. 51-53)

1. Substitutionary Atonement (v. 51)


a. How can Caiaphas speak both out of his own wicked, cynical heart 
and the truth of God?


b. What is the content of the prophecy Caiaphas gives?


2. Nations Gathered (v. 52)

a. How does this recall the language of John’s prologue?


b. How does this offer assurance and comfort to people like us?


3. Conspiracy (v. 53)

a. When will Jesus die?


b. Application: The Lord frustrates the plans of the wicked.


III.Conclusion: 


~ God’s People Respond in Praise ~
*The Hymn of Commitment No. 355 “We Are God’s People” ........................................

~ God Blesses His People ~
*The Benediction
*The Response No. 735 “The Gloria Patri” .........................................................................

Moms Encouragement Lunch

Thursday, April 27 | 12:30-2:30 p.m. | Childcare Provided


Come relax and talk. To adults. Without being asked to fix a snack. 





ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR APRIL 23, 2023

+ The deacons have requested food and drinks no longer be brought into the 

auditorium. Tables and chairs are provided in the fellowship hall. 

+ Starting in May, the Kindergarten & Elementary Midweek Program will focus on 

singing. Elder Davis will lead the children in learning to sing hymns and songs 
about Bible truths and Bible stories.


+ If you would like to provide flowers for the communion table at any time, Elaine 
Bosshardt or Angela Bandy will gladly add you to the schedule.


+ When corresponding with the church secretary, please do not use her personal 
email. Please direct all such correspondence to office@fpfo.org. 


+ This year for Operation Christmas Child, we are focusing on filling boxes for 10-14 
year old boys, a frequently under-served age group. For April, please consider 
bringing items such as soccer balls (deflated) and pumps, Nerf balls, fishing lines, 
weights, and/or hooks, as well as playing cards.


Keep Up With the Worship & Work of the Church

+ Sign up for text message alerts and updates by texting FPFO to 84576. 

+ To subscribe to the prayer list, please contact the church secretary: office@fpfo.org. 

+ Contributions may be received by placing your offering in the box at the auditorium 

doors, mailing a check to the church office, or online: FPFO.org/give


Children are always welcome in worship, but a nursery is also available for children 3 and under. 

Nursery April 23: L. Bible & M. Tuggle	 April 30: E. Tuggle & A. Wilson

FPFO Weekly Activities Schedule

The Lord’s Day	 Wednesday		 	 	 	 	 


9:30 a.m. Fellowship Time	 9:00 a.m. Ladies’ Prayer Meeting

9:45 a.m. Sunday School	 5:55 p.m. Covered-Dish Supper

10:45 a.m. Morning Worship	 6:45-7:30 p.m. Prayer Meeting 

5:00 p.m. Sermon Broadcast	 6:30-7:30 p.m. KidsQuest (children)

	 WAAK 94.7 FM	 6:45-7:30 p.m. Classes & Studies

6:00 p.m. Evening Worship	   The Gospel of John

     (excluding First Sundays)	 On First, Third, and Fifth Wednesdays

	 	 there is outreach at the Crossings Apts. 

http://FPFO.org/give

